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REGULAR MEETING 

 THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2018 

7:00 pm – John Weichsel Municipal Center Assembly Room 

196 North Main Street, Southington, CT 

 

 MINUTES   

 

 The Southington Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on 

Thursday, February 1, 2018 at the John Weichsel Municipal Center 

Assembly Room, 196 North Main Street, Southington, CT. Theresa 

Albanese, Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:00 with the 

following in attendance: 

 Commissioners:  Christopher Borowy, James Sullivan, Greg Ali, 

Jeff Crown & Alicia Novi  

 Alternates: Lisa Jansson & Matt Bunko 

 Ex-Officio: David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner 

 Absent:   William Camp, Commissioner         

     

 The Chair seated Alternate Commissioner Matt Bunko for William 

Camp, Commissioner for this evening’s meeting.  A quorum was 

determined. 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was recited by everyone 

in attendance. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes - Regular Meeting of December 7
th
, 2017 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to approve the Minutes of the December 

7th, 2017 meeting as presented.  He also made a motion since we 

received Minutes from the public hearing preceding the regular meeting 

that we approve those.   Mr. Ali seconded.  Motion passed unanimously 

on a voice vote. 

 

5. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding items 

scheduled for action. 

 None this evening. 

 

6. Inland Wetland/Floodplain Filling Applications: 

 A. Information – IW #1267/FF #257 – Application of 474 North 

Main Street, LLC, seeking to disturb upland review area and floodplain 

for grading, landscaping, storm water management and parking lot 



Conservation Commission- February 1
st
, 2018 

 

2 

 

improvements (paving).  Offsite floodplain mitigation is proposed.  

Property located at 464 & 474 North Main Street and Hightower Road. 

 Stephen Giudice, Harry Cole & Son, 876 South Main Street, 

Plantsville, represented the applicant. 

 Tonight, he is here on behalf of the applicant, John Formatto.  

He recently purchased the property known as 474 North Main Street.  

This is the Modern Formals Building on the corner of North Main and 

Curtiss Streets. 

 This property is zoned Business.  It is two separate parcels, the 

building and the existing parking lot on one parcel and then kind of a 

gravel parking lot on the other.  They’ve had informal parking they’re 

using on the gravel lot. 

 We are proposing to make some improvements, provide some paving 

to the gravel and proposing sidewalk around the perimeter of the 

building. 

 The site is very tight.  It’s relatively small piece of property 

totaling 30,000 square feet, not even three quarters of an acre. 

 We have an area of wetland associated with the watercourse which 

runs along the back of Nyren’s, under Curtiss Street through a culvert 

towards the Quinnipiac River. 

 This area is prone to flooding historically.  The majority of the 

parcel is located within a flood zone and there is also a floodway 

located along the back (indicating).   FEMA has revised their study in 

this area.  Originally, this building was completely in a flood zone 

but they’ve reduced the flood numbers here and they’re reduced the 

level of flooding.  The building is actually now outside of the flood 

zone.   That’s because of the years and years and years the town has 

been requiring ZIRO. 

 We’re proposing some modifications to the flood zone in this area 

(indicating).   

 We received Dave’s comments but are waiting for engineering 

comments. 

 We anticipate your wanting to do a site walk.   

 We are proposing floodplain mitigation off site on the Primus 

property.  Explained we are outside of the upland review area and we 

can go in and do our excavation and restoration and do a very large 

compensation for a small filling.  There really isn’t any place on 

this site to do a compensation.  We are still working with town staff 

on this and the commission has to be in favor on this before we move 

forward. 
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 Basically, on this site, we are proposing to pave the parking lot 

and we’re adding a sidewalk around the perimeter of the building and 

we’re filling a little bit around this corner to make the grades 

against the sidewalk.   By adding the sidewalk around the building, it 

changes the nature of the building.  Right now, the flood waters touch 

the building and if they do, you are required to have flood insurance 

and if they don’t you are not required to have flood insurance.    

 Discussion. 

 The applicant’s intention is to completely redo the façade and do 

all the exterior of the building all the way around the building and 

improve the parking lots, et cetera.  One intention is to try to 

alleviate this structure from flood insurance.    

 Discussion. 

 The wall existing will remain. 

 This was originally flagged by Cynthia Rabinowitz.  It’s pretty 

obvious where the wetlands area.  I don’t know if we need her there or 

not, but if you felt you did, we’ll try to get her out to the site.

 Discussion. 

 No direct impacts to the wetlands, just upland review. 

 Mr. Borowy requested that the areas to be modified at least be 

flagged.  Mr. Giudice said he would stake the edges of the proposal. 

 Discussion of off-site compensation on Hightower Road. 

 A plan was submitted for the Hightower Road property. 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to table IW #1267 / FF #257.   Mr. 

Sullivan seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 Site walk set for Saturday, February 17, 2018 at 9:00 am. 

 

7. Communications 

 A. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding 

items other than those scheduled for action. 

 None this evening. 

 

8. Conservation Issues/ Unfinished Business/ Miscellaneous 

 We have a land commission land use training here on March 14
th
, 

2018 from 7:00 to 8:30.  It is highly suggested but not mandatory.  

There may be another town where you can sit in if you can’t make this 

date and time. 
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 Mr. Lavallee reported through the DEEP we are required to give 

them more reporting for erosion control inspections.  Engineering and 

I have come up with a checklist that’ll be implemented soon.  That 

backs our information up for a site.    

 Discussion. 

 And, we are continuing to pursue open space.  We will try to go 

for another grant in October.  

 The Chair stated she attended the open public meeting for the 

extension of the Trail to Plainville.  It was interesting.  It’s just 

in the preliminary stages right now.    

 Discussion. 

  

9. Adjournment 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to adjourn.   Mr. Sullivan seconded.  

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 

 (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 7:25 o’clock, p.m.) 

  


